









“Stories are like paths, or ways. Whenever we hear a Story, it is as if we were physically walking down a particular path that it has created for us. Everything we perceive upon this path or around it becomes part of our experience, both individually and collectively. [Each] particular story has within it many Mirrors which Reflects certain realities that exist in all of us. Each one of these little Mirrors, when we look into as a whole thing… can be a Teacher for us.”- Hyemeyohsts Storm

What Storm’s quote is saying is that one goes through life, down their own path, thinking that this is the best life that they are going to get. However, they aren’t thinking too deeply about their lives and not thinking very deeply about how their life can change. The beginning of the quote makes me think that one may observe that life won’t really change and this is how it’s going to be forever, but when we look at other’s lives and take time to learn about them or look at possible realities that you can make for yourself, you can learn and see that there is more to life than you thought originally.
A prime example in the novel Neverwhere by Neil Gaiman is when Richard discovers London Below, another part of the world that he had never even imagined before. His life was opened up more, discovering that there is more to life that can greatly benefit you, possibly even far more than it had in the past. 


Hyemeyohsts Storm’s quote also connects to Neverwhere, through Richard’s perception of life. Richard, at the beginning of the book was going through life thinking that it was the best life was going to give him: Jessica, his job, his apartment, et cetera, though you see throughout the course of the beginning of the book, he seemed almost unsatisfied with his life. Only when he saw Door on the street and was sucked into her life, which was almost a parallel universe to his own, did he discover a reality he had never dreamed of.
When you walk down one path as your only reality, then seeing that there are other things than can happen to cross your path, lives of strangers, friends, even events. When Richard is in London Below, there are other lives that cross his path, and when he tags along with his new friends he goes down his new friend’s path. This connects to Richard’s first and second trips through the floating market. The first time he was on the floating market he was overwhelmed, amazed at how odd it was and was distracted by most things people that live in London Below thought of as an every day item when a new “friend” of his, Hunter, brought him to the market. However, the second time he set foot on the floating market, after accepting it as a part of his new reality, he went through it as if it were any other place, passing by each odd object being sold in the market as if it were an object for sale in London Above, showing his comfort with his surroundings.

The last connection that Hyemeyohsts Storm’s ideas have to Neverwhere is when Richard goes back to London Above at the end of the novel and realizes that he doesn’t enjoy it as much as the life he was leading in London Below. Though in London Above, he had received a promotion, larger apartment, though, as in the beginning of the book, he was greatly unsatisfied. He greatly wants to go back. After you look at other “Mirrors” that reflect other realities, and learn about them, and possibly enjoy them more or less than your own, you have the power to change your own reality, which is what Richard did by making the decision to go back to London Below. 


Neil Gaiman uses characterization to help deliver his message in Neverwhere. Richard, the main carrier of this message, is brought into a world very different than his own, and the main character that represents this change or different life is Door, being the “Mirror”, reflecting her own life onto his. He also shows this message through the events in the story when Richard is going down his “Path”, being London Above. Then, being brought to London Below is a “Mirror”, reflecting the realities and lifestyles of those living Below. In the end, he chooses to live there as well, enjoying what has happened to him and the adventures that he went through far more than his rather average life in London Above. 
I think that Richard’s life can be a metaphor or simile for many people’s lives. I  can connect this to my life specifically, because in grammar and middle school, I was in the same class with the same people for 9 years. After being there for so long, I accepted it as my own reality, just like Richard. Though I accepted it as the best it was going to get, I was unsatisfied. However, CAT is completely different than the school I attended, and I enjoy this life far more than my past one.  I accepted that life as the better alternative, being more satisfied with it, and basically accepting it as my personal London Below. 


A specific piece of Neil Gaiman’s writing craft that stuck out to me the most was how well he used imagery. The imagery that he uses really exercises one’s imagination while reading the book, especially with the kind of story he was using. Such an unusual plot and unusual ideas ended up really sparking some interesting scenes in my head while reading. 


His use of imagery revealed the themes throughout the book. Whenever an important scene was being revealed, it would be revealed with such imagery and detail, like when describing characters and scenes, then you can easily visualize the scene in your head, and with that, I feel it had a larger effect on me in understanding the book, and the detail of each scene. For instance, in the dialogue when Hunter describes all of the Beasts she’s killed is very visual, “I fought in the sewers beneath New York with the great blind white alligator-king. He was thirty feet long, fat from seweage and fierce in battle. And I bested him, and I killed him. His eyes were huge like pearls in the darkness.” (Neverwhere, 227);

An example of his use of imagery was the use of gore with scenes involving Croup and Vandemar. The way he graphically described some rather gory scenes, for instance, when describing when Croup and Vandemar were playing with sharp objects, and cutting themselves, stabbing themselves the sharp objects was very visual and this was one of the better examples in the book of his use of imagery. Here is a quote from the book that desribes Croup and Vandemar killing a man, “And then Mr.Croup fell upon him, all teeth and talons and little blades; and Varney never had a chance to scream. “Bye,” said Mr.Vandemar, impassively, and he continued paring his nails. After that the blood egan to flow. Wet, red blood in enormous quantites, for Varney was a big man, and he had been keeping it all inside. When Mr.Croup and Mr.Vandemar were finished, however, one would have been hard put even to notice the slight on the floor at the bottom of the spiral staircase.” (Neverwhere, 130) Not only that, but also when describing their physical attributes and the ways their personality came through when Croup and Vandemar was also a very good use of imagery, with their dialogue, and odd actions throughout the book.


Imagery in the book wasn’t only good at revealing the themes, but characters, whether they were rather cowardly, like Richard, or brave and fierce, like Hunter. For example, when Hunter was describing all of the infamous Beasts she killed in London Below, she used a lot of imagery in her words, by describing specifically how she defeated them, as described in the earlier quote. 

We can all change our lives in one way or another, whether it be like Richard by taking the path opposite to the path that he had been taking his whole life, or whether it be making a small change that can have larger benefits to your well being in the long run. You may never find as dramatic of a change as Richard did, but if you do happen to go down another path, it could bring the dramatic change that it brought Richard in Neverwhere.

What one could perceive from reading Neverwhere could be a perception similar to my own. By taking various paths to create a new future, or could be in their own way, based on that person’s own past experiences and perceptions. As it is said in this excerpt from Storm, “[Each] particular story has within it many Mirrors which Reflects certain realities that exist in all of us. Each one of these little Mirrors, when we look into as a whole thing…” This tells us how our own realities and experiences can be reflected back to us in a story, and affect how we perceive this book as a whole. 



