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Character Analysis: Roderigo Costume Design

Roderigo’s outfit design is inspired mostly by my imagination with remnants of Othello, Shakespeare in Love, and pictures of the 1700’s. I did do some research in the beginning to find some inspiration, but a lot of sites on the internet were very vague and did not have as many pictures themselves as I thought they would. With that, I gladly put something together on my own. 

From the beginning, I knew exactly what I wanted Roderigo’s upper half to look like. From my inspiration, I started to sketch out a vest that had an armor/corset feel to it. It would be tight and molded to his body. The collar of the vest is about an inch n’ a half wide, and coming out of the collar would be white scruffles from the collar of his under shirt. The vest/jacket would be a dark brown color and on the one inch collar of it would be a strip of orange ribbon. I knew I wanted something orange on his jacket, so I figured brown is a nice color to go with orange. To me, orange symbolizes a couple things. First, the obvious is, orange is the color that’s right before red. Red symbolizes bravery and power, and sometimes royalty. I viewed orange as the pathetic version of red. Throughout the play Othello, Roderigo is kind of pathetic until the end. He follows everyone and doesn’t show an opinion of his own. Secondly, orange can mean demanding of attention. In the play, Roderigo’s main goal is to get Desdemona and plotting out how to get her to notice him and possibly fall for him. Through these symbols, orange depicts Roderigo fairly well.

Along with the main pieces of Roderigo’s outfit is also a cape. I chose to put a cape on Roderigo because in the beginning of the play we see him as a wealthy man, and when getting closer and closer to the end of the play, he gets poorer and poorer in money and in spirit. Money is something that can easily go away and can be easily taken away from you. I made it there to symbolize that he once had money, but as easily as a cape can be taken off, so can your money from your back. As drawn, the cape is black on the outside, but white on the inside. The combination of black and white symbolizes mourning and cheerless occasions. During most of the play, this side of Roderigo was depicted through him not having a lover and always relying on “honest” Iago, in return for nothing. Like I said before, a cape can be easily taken off and put back on, and possible Roderigo could take this negative side about him off, but it could easily be re-enforced.

The other pieces like his tights and his shoes are to just to fill up the rest of his outfit. The color of his tights are white to be natural/neutral and were common then, as so were black shoes. His skirt is to be matched with his jacket and has nice pleats to show wealth with orange barely showing to resemble what the orange collar does.

This outfit of Roderigo is shown before he put all the money in thy purse and sold his land. All the symbols put together represent him through his wealth and personality. 

