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Othello: From Page to Stage

How do authors and performers use the resources of language to impact an audience?

Project Overview:

What are the goals of this project?

The objective of this project is for you and your group to demonstrate that you deeply understand the literary elements (characters, theme, setting, plot, etc.), the language, and the historical significance of Shakespeare and Othello.

What is required of me?

There is a group component and an individual component to this project.  Your group will create an original production notebook that shows your understanding of a specific act from Othello.  Your production notebook will contain all of the components that professional dramaturgy and production teams would include to ensure that the play was produced to appropriately convey the message of Shakespeare’s play. For your individual component, you will be responsible for two tasks: (1) analyzing a character and (2) memorizing and performing a 15-line (minimum) monologue to the class.  As a class, through the monologues, we will retell the story of Othello as we understand it.  

How will I be assessed?

As you can see, there are many parts to this project.  You are responsible and will be held accountable for equally dividing responsibility for the group components.

· Individual Monologue - ESGP Dramatic Performance (Application of Knowledge)

· Group Production Notebook (Application of Knowledge)

· ES Leadership Skills – Express Ourselves Creatively; Manage Projects Effectively (Leadership Skills)

When is all of this due?

Individual performances will begin on Monday, February 11 and Tuesday February 12.  Your complete production notebook is due at the beginning of class on Wednesday, February 13.

Benchmarks and Requirements:

1. Character Analysis (Individual)

Choose a character from your act that you are interested in knowing more thoroughly and in “becoming” on stage.  To ensure that you fully understand all parts of your character, you must complete the following tasks:

a. Character Analysis - Answer the character analysis questions in bullet form.  Be as detailed as possible.  (1-2 sentences will not suffice.)  

b. Self-Statements - Find quotations from the play that show both true and fictitious character traits.  You must have a total of at least 12 statements, selected from all acts of the play.  Try to find 4 per category.

· Statements that you say about yourself that are true

· Statements that others say about you that are true

· Statements that you say about yourself that are false

· Statements that others say about you that are false

c. Costume Design – Create a costume for your character using the 9 head fashion figure template that you will learn about after our visit from the FIDM on Wednesday, January 30th.  
2. Performed Monologue (Individual)

Choose a pivotal part in your act, a part that will reveal an important character trait and an essential point in the story.  You must choose a monologue that the character you analyzed in Benchmark 1A delivered.  You can cut the monologue it if it is more than 15 lines, but it cannot be less than 15 lines.
a. Monologue Character Analysis- Answer the specific questions for your monologue in bullet form.  Be as detailed as possible. (1-2 sentences will not suffice.)

b. Production Notes – Create production notes for your monologue on your script. You must include:

· Blocking – Where am I on stage?  Why?

· Pace – How quickly/slowly am I speaking?  Why?

· Stress – What words/phrases/ideas do I need to emphasize?  Why?

· Body Language/Gestures/ Movement – What am I doing on stage?  Why?

c. Performance – Memorize and dramatically perform your monologue to the class. 

3. Script Annotation (Group)

Your group must show that you deeply understand the story and language of Othello by annotating the script.  You (as in “your group”) must mark-up your script noting each of the following parts, however, the way that you show each part is up to you:

a. Action Verbs – Each time the character speaks you must include his/her intent for speaking.

b. Definitions – Provide definitions for any words that you do not know.  You do NOT need to provide definitions for words that are already in your glossary.

c. Division of Subscenes – Almost all scenes can be divided into subscenes.  A subscene is a part that is usually marked by a character’s entrance or exit.
d. Subscene Titles – Include a title that reflects the action or main events of the subscene.

e. Subscene Summary Sentences – Write one sentence that summarizes the main events. action, etc. of the subscene.

4. Historical Research (Group)
Your group must research and compile the following historical information about Elizabethan Theatre and the production of Othello.  You must cite your sources (NO WIKIPEDIA!) and you must have at least 2 textual sources and 1 visual source per category.  There is a question to get you started for each category, but this is just a prompt (meaning that your research should not only be limited to answering this question).  Your research must be thorough and detailed.  Answers should be noted in bulleted format and include images.

I. The History of Shakespeare

a. Playwright - Who was Shakespeare?  Include a short biography.

b. Company – What is the history of Shakespeare’s acting company?

c. Playhouse – Where did Shakespeare produce most of his plays? 

d. Audience – Who went to see Shakespeare’s plays?

e. Reaction/Reviews – What did the critics say about Shakespeare’s work?

II. The History of the Production of Othello

a. Theater Productions and Companies – What are some of the more famous productions of Othello?  

b. Actors - Who are some of the most famous actors who acted in a production of Othello?

c. Inspired Works – What are some of the other artworks that have been adapted from or inspired by Othello?

5. Setting (Group)
Your group must research and compile the following information, which contextualizes the setting of Othello.  You must cite your sources (NO WIKIPEDIA!) and you must have at least 2 textual sources and 1 visual source per category.  There is a question to get you started for each category, but this is just a prompt (meaning that your research should not only be limited to answering this question).  Your research must be thorough and detailed.  Answers should be noted in bulleted format and include images.

a. Geographical – Where does Othello take place? 

b. Date – What is the time period and season that the play takes place?

c. Economic – What is the economic status of the characters in Othello?  What is the economic situation of the countries/communities in which the play takes place?

d. Political – What was going on politically at the time that Othello takes place?

e. Social/Cultural – What is important to know about the society and culture featured in Othello?

f. Religion – What is/are the main religion(s) practiced by the characters in Othello?

g. Set Design – Create an original and utilitarian set for the production of Othello.  Remember that although the play includes scene changes and the use of props, the set design (otherwise understood as the set up of the stage) needs to be used throughout the play.  Options include:

· Create a labeled drawing on an 8’ x 11” piece of card stock or construction paper (no computer paper).  

· Create a 3-D design.

· Use a computer application (e.g. google sketch-up) to create the set-design.

