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Literature with Kristin and Lauren

Semester 1 Final, January 2008 

Version B

Debating Othello
In what ways are language and power inseparable?

Is humankind inherently good or evil?

In the face of adversity, what causes some people to prevail while others fail?

Task:

Below are seven statements about Othello that have been voiced by various critics.  Your task is to analyze the play using your newly acquired debate skills and your critical understanding of the characters and themes of the play.  This final counts as a Mastery of Knowledge assignment.

Directions:

Choose 4 out of the 7 statements and complete the following steps for each statement:

1. Write a thorough argument for BOTH the pro and the con sides of the statements.

2. Use one quotation as your evidence to support each side of the argument.

Statements:

1. The war between Othello and Iago is fundamentally a dispute between the goodness and evil of the world.

2. Iago is not a “motiveless malignity” as he has been called – a devil that does evil for its own sake.  He has a thirst for power and the wit to contrive a way to get it.  

3. Othello’s real problem is jealousy.

4. It is very important to the message of the play that Othello is black.

5. Iago is not as clever as he appears.  He builds into the intricate structure of his plot a piece of terrible stupidity; he fails to understand his wife.

6. Desdemona is not angelically pure.  The potential for her to cheat must be in her character in order for the drama to be believable.  The more loving she is, the easier it is for Othello to think that she has deceived him.

7. Iago did not intend for Othello to kill Desdemona.

Extra Credit:

If you have time, thoroughly answer the essential questions below using examples from Othello.  Quotations are not necessary, but encouraged.  Your extra credit will be applied to an Application of Knowledge assignment.

1. In what ways are language and power inseparable?

2. Is humankind inherently good or evil?

3. In the face of adversity, what causes some people to prevail while others fail?

