CA GEOLOGY BENCHMARK 3:

FORMULATE A QUESTION BASED ON YOUR GROUPS’S TOPIC

DIRECTIONS: Ok – now that you have chosen your group’s topic, we will need to create a question that you will research about that topic… basically, we are narrowing down our topic to one that is more manageable. Anyone see any connections to the scientific method here??…. Observe a problem, formulate a question, make a hypothesis… don’t you just love science!?!? 

STEP 1: YOUR TOPIC

Write out your group’s topic here: ___________________________________________________


Example: Commercial use of water vs. private use of water 
STEP 2: SUBTOPICS

Write our 3 subtopics – issues or facts that are related to your topic: 


1. 

2. 

3.

Example: 
1. Farmer’s use of water to grow crops



2. droughts & reservoirs of water



3. how much water Californians use in their homes

STEP 3: YOUR QUESTION

Pick your favorite subtopic (or combine two together). Make sure that you can find out a lot of information about these subtopics… just because something is really interesting, does not always mean that it will be possible to research it. 

Circle your subtopics in your list from Step 2. 

Now… make those substopics into a question that you can research using books & the internet… one that your group doesn’t know everything about just yet. 


EVERYONE IN THE GROUP MUST WRITE DOWN THE SAME EXACT QUESTION!!!

Write your grou’s question here:

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

Examples: 
1. What is the controversy between water usages of farmers as compared to water usage of major metropolises? 

2. Will Mount Shasta erupt again? 

3. How will/does mineral extractions affect California?

