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Lesson Title: Introduction to the Bard
Description of Lesson/Purpose:

This activity provides a student-centered, exploratory approach to learning about the life and work of Shakespeare.  In small groups (or individually) students will use the questions in each section as a guide as they peruse various Internet sites.  The teacher will provide students with appropriate web links while also encouraging students to explore beyond these parameters. 

Students will create an original Keynote presentation that includes: 

· responses to the guiding questions

· at least one visual for each Keynote

· an audio component
Learning Objectives: 

· To gain background knowledge about Shakespeare’s life and work;

· To build a basic schema of life during the Elizabethan Age of England;

· To familiarize themselves with conducting Internet research;

· To demonstrate a basic understanding of using Keynote/PowerPoint.

State Standard Alignment:

2.0 Reading Comprehension (Focus on Informational Materials)

Students read and understand grade-level-appropriate material. They analyze the organizational patterns, arguments, and positions advanced. The selections in Recommended Literature, Kindergarten Through Grade Twelve illustrate the quality and complexity of the materials to be read by students. In addition, by grade twelve, students read two million words annually on their own, including a wide variety of classic and contemporary literature, magazines, newspapers, and online information. In grades nine and ten, students make substantial progress toward this goal.

Structural Features of Informational Materials

 2.1 Analyze the structure and format of functional workplace documents, including the graphics and headers, and explain how authors use the features to achieve their purposes.

2.2 Prepare a bibliography of reference materials for a report using a variety of consumer, workplace, and public documents.  Comprehension and Analysis of Grade-Level-Appropriate Text

2.6 Demonstrate use of sophisticated learning tools by following technical directions (e.g., those found with graphic calculators and specialized software programs and in access guides to World Wide Web sites on the Internet).

1.0 Writing Strategies

Students write coherent and focused essays that convey a well-defined perspective and tightly reasoned argument. The writing demonstrates students' awareness of the audience and purpose. Students progress through the stages of the writing process as needed.

Research and Technology

 1.3 Use clear research questions and suitable research methods (e.g., library, electronic media, personal interview) to elicit and present evidence from primary and secondary sources.

1.8 Design and publish documents by using advanced publishing software and graphic programs.

1.0 Written and Oral English Language Conventions

Students write and speak with a command of standard English conventions.

1.4 Produce legible work that shows accurate spelling and correct use of the conventions of punctuation and capitalization.

1.0 Listening and Speaking Strategies

Students formulate adroit judgments about oral communication. They deliver focused and coherent presentations of their own that convey clear and distinct perspectives and solid reasoning. They use gestures, tone, and vocabulary tailored to the audience and purpose.

1.7 Use props, visual aids, graphs, and electronic media to enhance the appeal and accuracy of presentations.

1.9 Analyze the occasion and the interests of the audience and choose effective verbal and nonverbal techniques (e.g., voice, gestures, eye contact) for presentations.
Materials:

Class set of computers with Internet access

Keynote/PowerPoint computer programs

Total Duration: Two 90-minute class blocks or four 45-minute class sessions
Technology Component: Internet research, Keynote/PowerPoint

Procedures: 

1. Teacher will provide students with Introduction to the Bard Guiding Questions handout or will direct students to the website specifically.  Students/groups will be assigned one specific topic area (Life, Works, Times, Globe Theatre).  

2. Students will then begin the information gathering process, using the web links as a guide.

3.  Groups will share and discuss information they have gathered.  Groups will then assign roles to each member:

· Information organizer – puts information into own words, organizes Keynote/PowerPoint information on specific slides, creates subject headings, etc.

· Visual Artist – conducts Internet searches using search engines such as Google images; may also choose to create original artwork and scan for presentation

4.  Groups will share and discuss information they have gathered.  Groups will then assign roles to each member:

5.  Class Presentations – Groups will present to the class.  Students will evaluate presentations using the Intro to the Bard rubric.

Suggested Web Links:

Shakespeare

http://www.teachit.co.uk/online/shakey1.asp (Scroll down to Activity 1.)

http://www.lynchmultimedia.com/shakespeare.htm

http://books.guardian.co.uk/links/sites_on_writers/s-z/links/0,6135,97465,00.html

http://shakespeare.palomar.edu/

http://www.emints.org/ethemes/resources/S00000727.shtml
www.shakespeares-globe.org

MLA Citation

owl.english.purdue.edu/handouts/research/r_mla.html

www.mla.org/
Attachments

Attachment #1: Introduction to the Bard.doc

Attachment #2: Introduction to the Bard Rubric.doc
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