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Investigation stations: 1789 – a day in the life

Investigate each station completely.  Then complete instructions for each.

	Station 1: Is It Crowded In Here?

	1. How many non-Russian Europeans lived in France in 1700?

            _______________________________________________________________

2. How many people lived under Louis XVI (16) in 1789?

            _______________________________________________________________

3. How many of those people lived in small, poor villages?

            _______________________________________________________________

4. How many people were in Paris in 1789?

            _______________________________________________________________

5. What specific problems can be caused by overpopulation? _______________________________________________________________

            _______________________________________________________________

6. What is the claim of the cartoon (about resources & overpopulation)? _____________________________________________

            _______________________________________________________________



	Station 2: Born Rich

	1. Describe the Hall of Mirrors using your best descriptive language.

      _______________________________________________________________

      _______________________________________________________________

      _______________________________________________________________

2. Who lived here in 1789? _______________________________________

3. How big is it?__________________________________________________

4. How could you get to live in a place like this? ____________________

      ________________________________________________________________

5. How many people lived like this in France 1789, and how did the rest live? ______________________________________________________

      ________________________________________________________________



	Station 3: Opportunity

	1. What percentage of country people in France 1789 were very, very poor? __________________________________________________________

2. What was wrong with city life? __________________________________

________________________________________________________________

3. Why was it hard to start a business or advance in society?

________________________________________________________________

4. What claim is the cartoon making about the middle class?  Explain.

__________________________________________________________________

      __________________________________________________________________



	Station 4: Bread Prices

	1. Why were prices of bread so important in France 1789?

      __________________________________________________________________

2. Why do you think prices of bread started the revolution?

      __________________________________________________________________

3. The cartoon makes its claim through what is left out.  What is being left out?  What is the claim (about equality)?

      __________________________________________________________________

      __________________________________________________________________

            __________________________________________________________________



	Station 5: The Three Estates

	1. What was the “First Estate”? _____________________________________

      __________________________________________________________________

2. What was the “Second Estate”? ___________________________________

      __________________________________________________________________

3. What was the “Third Estate”? _____________________________________

      __________________________________________________________________

4. Writers of the Enlightenment thought that social differences should NOT be defined by  ___________________________________.

5. What claim is the cartoon making about the upper class?

__________________________________________________________________

      __________________________________________________________________

	Station 6: What Were Women Doing?

	1. The French woman on the left is upper class and the one on the right is lower.  Describe the difference between the FACIAL EXPRESSION and CLOTHING of the two. ______________________________________
      _________________________________________________________________

      _________________________________________________________________
2. What does this comparison show about women in France 1789?
      __________________________________________________________________
      __________________________________________________________________

3. How did working women protest in 1789? ________________________

       _________________________________________________________________
4. Most people of the time thought that women belonged at ___________

5. 3rd estate women worked in jobs like ______________________________

       _________________________________________________________________




Is it crowded in here?

[image: image1.wmf]
At the beginning of the eighteenth century (1700s), France had 20 million people living within its borders, a number equal to nearly 20 percent of the population of non-Russian Europe. Over the course of the century, that number increased by another 8 to 10 million, as epidemic disease and acute food shortages diminished and mortality declined. By contrast, it had increased by only 1 million between 1600 and 1700. Also important, this population was concentrated in the rural countryside: of the nearly 30 million French under Louis XVI (1789), about 80 percent lived in villages of 2,000 or less, with nearly all the rest in fairly small cities (those with fewer than 50,000 inhabitants).

The foremost exception, of course, was Paris, which was home to about 600,000 by 1789. Only a handful of other cities—notably Lyons, Bordeaux, and Marseilles—had more than 100,000 within their limits. These demographics had an enormous impact, both inside and outside France.

$ Born Rich $

Read this page and look at “panoramics 1, 2, 3, and 4” on the website below to answer the station questions.  On the website, click and drag to change views and see all of the Hall of Mirrors.

http://www.chateauversailles.fr/en/1_The_restored_Hall_of_Mirrors_revealed_to_the_public.php
[image: image7.wmf]In 1789, King Louis XVI (16) lived in a castle with The Hall Of Mirrors (La galerie des Glaces) as one section, while people of the “third estate” (working classes) were living in overpopulation and poverty. The upper classes (called the first and second estates) lived in places like this.  They made up about 10% of France. Your estate, as well as the job that went along with it, was decided for you based on the estate of your father.

In 2007, the restored Hall of Mirrors was re-opened. Three years was spent making the Hall look exactly like it did in 1789.

In addition to Jules Hardouin-Mansart's sumptuous architectural decor, visitors to the 357-mirror Hall can admire 1000 square meters of painted and sculpted decorations by Charles Le Brun, first painter to the king, who here produced a major work of art. 

These decorations praise Louis XIV's (14) political activities by depicting the king's military victories and his contributions to domestic policy (prohibiting duelling, reforming the judicial system etc).

Opportunity
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Owners of farms and workers on farms were known as peasants, although they differed considerably in wealth and status. Historians have estimated that in lean years 90 percent of the peasants lived at or below the poverty level, earning barely enough to feed their families.  

Although, home to the wealthy and middling cities, tended to be even more disgusting places to live than the countryside. Exposed daily to dirty air and water, urban dwellers could expect to have a shorter life span than their country brethren. Louis-Sébastien Mercier, a writer who adored life in Paris and wrote extensively about all aspects of it, often lamented not only the poor health of city workers but also the strict conditions governing their employment. “Guilds” regulated almost every sector of the economy and thus limited the number who could enter a trade as an apprentice, become a journeyman, or set up a workshop and retail store as a master. 

With experience, a worker could in theory move up the social “ladder”, but in practice such ascent was extremely difficult to achieve, as the limited number of “masterships” in any given industry tended to be passed down within a family. The result was that many people felt “stuck” where they were, without opportunity to move up.

Bread Prices
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Bread was the staple (most common thing) of most urban diets, so sharp price increases were felt quickly and were loudly protested at grain markets or at local bakers' shops. Most people directed their anger at bread suppliers rather than political authorities, although it was often the royal authorities who tried to alleviate (lessen) shortages and prevent such protests. As a result, the credibility and popularity of government officials came to be linked to the functioning of the grain and bread markets.  Rising bread prices were a huge cause of the revolution in 1789.  The deeper the country went into debt, the closer to impossible it was for common people to feed their families.

The Three Estates

[image: image4.wmf]
In France 1789, the three traditional classes, or "orders," were the clergy [the First Estate], the nobility [the Second Estate], and the common people [Everyone else - - the Third Estate]. Nobles ruled over commoners, but even among commoners, specific individuals (such as officeholders) or groups (such as a particular guild or an entire town) enjoyed privileges unavailable to outsiders. Because these privileges were passed on primarily through inheritance (father to son), they tended to restrict social mobility—although without preventing it, since they could also be bought or sold. Thus individuals and groups constantly negotiated with one another and with the crown for more and better privileges. Even as these privileges maintained a close grip on eighteenth-century (1700s) imaginations, writers of the Enlightenment found them too rooted in tradition and proposed that talent be considered more important than birth as the main decider of social standing. Even when based on merit, they argued, social differences should not be defined by law, as they were in the old regime's orders. Traditionalists countered that a hierarchy of social orders was necessary to hold society together.

What Were Women Doing?
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Peasant and laboring-class (3rd estate) French women had always been politically active in times of crises – they were responsible for putting bread on the table, and during times of hardship, such as famine, when bread was unavailable or expensive, women had traditionally marched to the civic center to beseech the local government to ameliorate their misery. In 1789, this tradition was followed with one exception: Parisian (from Paris) women no longer marched to the civic center to petition the local magistrates, but rather they marched first to the royal palace itself and sent their petitions directly to the king then, later, they marched to the national legislature.

Although women's property rights and financial independence met with many restrictions under French law and custom, most men and women agreed with Rousseau and other Enlightenment thinkers that women belonged in the private sphere of the home and therefore had no role to play in public affairs. Most of France's female population worked as peasants, shopkeepers, laundresses, and the like, yet women were defined primarily by their sex (and relationship in marriage) and not by their own occupations.
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