Effective Conclusions

Purpose of the Concluding Paragraph

The conclusion of an essay, like the conclusion of a paragraph, gives the reader a sense of completion. Conclusions usually refer back to the introduction or, at least re-emphasize in some way the thesis stated in the introduction. Often the conclusion briefly summarizes the thesis and the major supporting points. Like introductions, conclusions provide readers with an overview.

Writing Conclusions

Your closing paragraph should leave your reader with a sense of completion-with the feeling that you have done what you intended to do and have finished what you had to say. Several different types of conclusions accomplish this purpose: 

1. Restatement of main idea. The main idea may be re-emphasized or reinforced If you choose this type of conclusion; however' be sure not to merely repeat your thesis. You not only should vary the wording so that your conclusion is not too similar to your introduction but should also try to get beyond your thesis statement-to express an appropriate conclusion and to give your reader a sense of closure.

2. General impression. If your essay is basically a description of an experience or of some person, place, or thing, an effective conclusion might consist of a statement of the dominant impression you have attempted to convey. 

3. Recommendation. An essay can be concluded with a suggestion for some action the writer feels should be taken. This type of conclusion is especially appropriate if the main idea is a controversial statement or one that is persuasive in nature. 
SUGGESTIONS FOR WRITING AN EFFECTIVE CONCLUSION
1.  Refer to your thesis to help you restate your main idea.

2. Do not contradict the point you have made.

3. Do not introduce a new topic or new information.

4. Do make your conclusion brief and to the point.

5. Do make the tone (serious, humorous, straightforward, etc.) consistent with the overall tone of your essay.

6. Leave the reader with a provocative point or question for further research.

Now, write your conclusion in the space provided below (you can use the back for extra room if needed)
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