WHAT IS AN introduction?

Purpose—an Introduction should:

· Introduce your topic

· Define your topic

· Grab your reader’s attention,

· Help audience see that what you are going to say is insightful and/or important

Elements—an introduction can begin with:

· A question 

· A quotation 

· A dramatic story

· Definitions

· Facts or surprising information 

· Background information on your subject

Format—an Introduction usually:

· Goes from general information (the grabber) to (the transition) more specific information (the thesis).
· Is one to two paragraphs in length (two for our purposes).

· Has 4 to 5 sentences per paragraph.

Work for Today—Three parts of an introduction:

1. Grabber

2. Transition

3. Thesis


**Base your introduction off of the writing you have already done (draw from Night materials and Life is Beautiful reflection.


**Include thoughts and ideas that ‘introduce’ the outline points you have been working on.


**Work to complete your introduction by the end of this class.


**At the end of your second class, you will ‘share out’ your introductions.

CRAFTING YOUR INTRODUCTION

Choose your opener, fact, question, personal story, etc. based off your reflections from Night or Life if Beautiful (one paragraph).
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Write a transition from your opener to your thesis (begin second paragraph).

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Copy out your thesis statement (end second paragraph).
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
EXAMPLES OF EFFECTIVE INTRODUCTION OPENERS
Start with a dramatic incident
It was all very hush-hush. In the winter of 1973, a top official of the National Cancer Institute flew from Washington, D.C., to Oakland, California, carrying in his briefcase five plastic flasks. Growing in a milky film at the bottom of each flask were live tumor cells. The cells came from cancer patients in five different medical centers in the Soviet Union. In the spirit of détente, Russia had given the cells to American scientists, who hoped they might contain new clues to the cause of cancer.
-Michael Gold, "The Cells That Would Not Die"

Start with a brief historical background
Early in the morning of August 6, 1945, the United States dropped on the Japanese city of Hiroshima, the first atomic bomb ever used on a human population. The destruction and chaos wrought by that bomb were so immense that it has never been possible to make a precise count of the number of people killed. Most estimates are in the range of 100,000 to 200,000 people. Even for the hundreds of thousands who experienced the bombing but remained alive, the vision and taint of nuclear holocaust left lifelong scars.
-Robert Jay Lifton and Eric Olson, "The Nuclear Age"
Start with unusual facts and figures
There are 435 members of the House of Representatives and 417 are white males. Ten of the others are women and nine are black. I belong to both of these minorities, which makes it add up right. That makes me a celebrity, a kind of side show attraction. I was the first American citizen to be elected to Congress in spite of the double drawbacks of being female and having skin darkened by melanin.

-Shirley Chisholm, Unbought and Unbossed

Start with a question
How many of you have ever wondered where certain slang expressions come from? Like "She's the cat's pajamas," or to "Take it on the lam." Neither have I. And yet for those who are interested in this sort of thing I have provided a brief guide to a few of the more interesting origins.
-Woody Allen, "Slang Origins"
Start by telling a personal story
I have long looked for an opportunity to pay a certain debt which I have owed since I was seven years old. Debts are usually burdens, but this is no ordinary debt, and it is no burden, except as the feeling of warm gratitude may ache in one until it is expressed. My debt is to an Englishman, who long ago in China rendered an inestimable service to a small American child. That child was myself and that Englishman was Charles Dickens. I know no better way to meet my obligation than to write down what Charles Dickens did in China for an American child.
-Pearl Buck, "A Debt to Dickens"
Adapted from:  O'Hare, Frank and Dean Memering.  The Writer's Work: A Guide to Effective Composition.  Englewood  Cliffs, NJ: Simon and Schuster, 1990. 461-65.   
