Memorialize what you have witnessed through

reading, exploring and discussing Night by Elie  Wiesel

I:  Introduction

The New England Holocaust Memorial consists of six glass towers, each representing one of the six main death camps. Etched in each tower are quotations from Holocaust survivors and witnesses.  For each quotation, consider the following questions:

1. Why do you think each of these three quotations was chosen?

2. How does each add to our understanding of:

a. Auschwitz and other death camps?

b. why people allowed the Holocaust to happen?

c. how we might keep such things from happening again?

The quotations for Auschwitz are as follows:

	Some Catholics, including Father Amyot, invited me to join them in prayer. Seven or eight of us gathered, secretly of course, in the shed used as a lavatory. In prayer, we laid before God our suffering, our rags, our filth, our fatigue, our exposure, our hunger, and our misery.

—Aime Bonifas, Holocaust Survivor
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	I remember stooping down and picking up a piece of something black near the crematorium. I realized it was a bone. I was going to throw it down again, and I thought, my God, this may be all that’s left of someone. So I wrapped it up and carried it with me. A couple of days later, I dug it out of my pocket and buried it.

—George Kaiser, American Soldier
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And this quotation is displayed on a large black granite slab:

	THEY CAME FIRST for the Communists,

and I didn’t speak up because I wasn’t a Communist.

THEN THEY CAME for the Jews,

and I didn’t speak up because I wasn’t a Jew.

THEN THEY CAME for the trade unionists,

and I didn’t speak up because I wasn’t a trade unionist.

THEN THEY CAME for the Catholics,

and I didn’t speak up because I was a Protestant.

THEN THEY CAME for me,

and by that time no one was left to speak up.

-- Martin Niemoeller, a Lutheran minister
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II:  Small Group Task:  Create a Memorial
With your triad, begin considering the meaning and message of Night by creating a miniature “memorial” of what you have witnessed through reading, exploring and discussing the novel. 

The committee that created the New England Holocaust Memorial chose two quotations for each of the six main death camps. If they had asked you to choose a quotation from Night for the tower that represents Auschwitz-Birkenau, what quotation would you have selected?  If they had asked you what is the most lasting image in your mind of the experience of the people sent there, what would it be? Take a few moments to:

1. Discuss and decide together what you feel is the ONE most important passage/quotation in the ENTIRE novel that you feel best expresses or summarizes Elie Wiesel’s message.

2. Discuss and decide together what you feel is the ONE most LASTING image…the image you will NEVER forget and that you feel best captures the experiences of Elie and the other prisoners.

…THEN, and only THEN…

3. Creatively place the image and the quotation (in a viewable and readable size) on large paper that will be displayed/presented as our ‘class memorial’.

4. Be prepared to justify your choices and explain how your memorial not only represents Elie’s experiences but also his message.  Remember to think about why he is writing this book.  What is the message he wants you to hear?

