Odyssey Journal

This writing assignment is a little different than what you’ve done before, because it is open-ended and ongoing. 

While you are reading The Odyssey, you must keep a reading journal. Every night for the next four weeks, you are not only reading The Odyssey, you are writing about The Odyssey. 

For every reading assignment (there will be nine of them), you must complete an entry in your Odyssey journal and bring that entry to class. An Odyssey journal entry will include three parts:

1. Book summaries

The Odyssey is an epic poem divided into 24 “books” or chapters. You must write a brief plot summary for every one of these 24 books. Generally, you will be assigned two or three of these books for every class session. If, for example, you are assigned to read Books Five, Six, and Seven for homework, then you will write three book summaries. A summary for one book should run at least one full paragraph. 


You will be able to use your summaries as notes for reading quizzes and the final exam. This is a long poem; you will need well-written notes. Aim for a level of specificity that will make your notes useful to you.

2. Reflection on the reading


After writing the book summaries, reflect on your experience reading those books, similar to what you’ve been doing for your weblog journal. How is the reading going? What connections are you making? What things are you noticing about the poem’s theme or style? 

You don’t have to write a reflection for each “book,” just one for the whole reading assignment. A reflection should run at least one full paragraph. I will be expecting more.

Sometimes I will offer particular questions or prompts for these reflections, which I will tell you ahead of time. 

3. Three questions for class discussion


At the end of your journal entry, pose three questions related to the reading assignment that you deem worthy of class discussion. These questions can run from clarifying  a plot point to raising an issue of character or theme. 

The journal may be handwritten or typed and printed on a computer. You may not email entries. I will periodically collect the journal for assessment and screen shots.

Together, these reading and journal assignments represent a significant amount of homework between classes, which meet at least every other day. Don’t wait until late the night before class to do both the required reading and the journal entry; you won’t have enough time. Do at least half of the reading, if not all of it, two nights before it’s due; then write your journal entry the night before. 

Be diligent about staying on top of your journal; don’t fall behind. This assignment is very important to your success this quarter, both for its own grade as well as its ability to serve you in quizzes and tests.

