The Mosaic Retelling Project: Overview

For 3000 years, artists have been inspired by The Odyssey and retold its hero journey in countless ways. Now it’s your turn, as an artist with your own individual talents, to continue the tradition of retelling The Odyssey.

The culminating project of your year in Language Arts will be the Mosaic Retelling Project. As a block, you will split up the important plot events of the entire Odyssey, analyze yours part closely, and then create pieces of art that retell these parts of The Odyssey in whatever way you are inspired.

In the end, the class will assemble all its artistic retellings into a mosaic for an evening presentation of The Odyssey to the MSAT community.

You may work as an individual or in a small group of your own choosing. How you retell your section of The Odyssey is entirely up to you; any art form is acceptable: drama, music, poetry, painting, sculpture, animation, comics, puppetry, film, radio, dance, the list goes on. Your imagination sets the limits of what is possible. 

Required elements of this project are as follows:

1. Proposal 

due May 26: Block A, B, C

due May 27: Block D, E

Although many of you may be working alone, this is a group project: your block is the group. As a class, the retelling must cover all the highlights of The Odyssey. If several individuals or small groups want the same part of The Odyssey, then not everyone will get it.

For this reason, you must submit a written proposal for your artistic retelling.  The class will decide on who gets what parts based on the strength of your proposal.

In the proposal, discuss your means of artistic expression, identify the part of The Odyssey you would like to retell, and explain how your art piece will communicate the meaning of Homer’s epic. In addition, you must identify two other parts of The Odyssey you would be willing to do if you don’t get your first choice.

This proposal will be Writing Assignment #22, and you will read it aloud to the class.

2. Your art piece

due June 7 (Block A, B, C)

due June 8 (Block D, E)

3. Memorized passage

due June 14 (Block A, B, C)

due June 15 (Block D, E)

You will memorize a short passage of The Odyssey related to your retelling. You will recite this passage for the evening presentation.

4. Analytic Essay

due June 21 (Block A, B, C)

due June 22 (Block D, E)

Writing Assignment #23 will be an analytic essay related to your section of the Odyssey. At least four pages. Details to come.

