
Humanities Essay: Structure and Flow 

AS YOU ARE WRITING, USE THIS ‘DIAGRAM’ TO HELP YOU VISUALIZE THE STRUCTURE OF YOUR ESSAY AND 
THE FLOW OF YOUR IDEAS. 
 
THIS SHOULD ALSO HELP YOU TO SEE HOW ALL OF YOUR IDEAS SHOULD CONNECT TOGETHER AND BUILD 
UPON ONE ANOTHER. 
 

Provide an extensive INTRODUCTION that 
explores the themes and concerns that your 
paper will address.  This introduction should be 
a broad overview and make connections to 
your personal experiences and observations. 

 

Provide a clear THESIS/ARGUMENT 
that presents your point of view on the 
central question. 
 

Examine and discuss the first 
significant social/historical 
event and draw connections to 
the effect this event had on 
people and their perceptions. 
 

Literary 
Evidence 

#1 to 
support 

this idea. 

How does this social/historical 
event and its effects inform 
your own sense of what our 
responsibility is toward one 
another? 

Examine and discuss the 
second significant 
social/historical event and 
draw connections to the effect 
this event had on people and 
their perceptions. 
 

Examine and discuss the third 
significant social/historical 
event and draw connections to 
the effect this event had on 
people and their perceptions. 
 

Examine and discuss the 
fourth significant 
social/historical event and 
draw connections to the effect 
this event had on people and 
their perceptions. 
 

How does this social/historical 
event and its effects inform 
your own sense of what our 
responsibility is toward one 
another? 

How does this social/historical 
event and its effects inform 
your own sense of what our 
responsibility is toward one 
another? 

How does this social/historical 
event and its effects inform 
your own sense of what our 
responsibility is toward one 
another? 

CONCLUDE your paper in a way that not 
only draws strong conclusions about the themes 
and concerns addressed in the essay, but that 
also extends your thinking by posing further 
questions and applying your conclusions to 
current events. 

 

Historical 
Evidence 

#2 to 
support 

this idea. 
 

Literary 
Evidence 

#2 to 
support this 

idea. 
 

Historical 
Evidence 

#3 to 
support 

this idea. 
 

Literary 
Evidence 

#3 to 
support this 

idea. 
 

Historical 
Evidence 

#4 to 
support 

this idea. 
 

Literary 
Evidence 

#4 to 
support 

this idea. 
 

Historical 
Evidence 

#1 to 
support 

this idea. 

Evidence & Analysis #1 Evidence & Analysis #2 
 

Evidence & Analysis #3 
 

Evidence & Analysis #4 
 


