CAT Exhibition Review/Planning

April 5, 2005, 3:30pm – 4:30pm

Allison facilitated the meeting, asking folks to give input into what went well with previous exhibitions and what might need some changes:

What went well?

*Having the exhibition on one night boosted the energy level

*Each of the three exhibitions have ratcheted up expectations for student presentation skills (e.g. reading on the first night, both presenting and being more extemporaneous with math night explaining the games and interacting with participants, and presenting without reading for the Power Point)

*In the last exhibition, all but 4 students participated! (3 other students were accounted for: one out of the country; another with family emergency; and one other one)

*The dance piece for the last exhibition incorporated art into the content and gave the exhibition more variety of expression.

*The second night of the last exhibition went more smoothly—getting technical and other glitches worked out. Suggestions for a DRESS REHEARSAL for the next one.

*Students were really engaged and involved in designing and developing the PR for the Math Night Exhibition (fliers, “Ms. Akashi’s Playhouse,” etc. . . )

*Students managed the technology for the South Africa exhibition—the second night with the music transitions worked really well.

*It works out well when students have individual accountability in the exhibition.

*Interactivity with guests is also energizing and productive.

*The content knowledge of the students especially shone through in the South Africa Exhibition.

*The students were really energized by the room competition for the Math Night.

*Personal connections that students made with the content really enhanced the presentations (e.g. Maria’s experience with racism in the South Africa Exhibition)

*The Winter Arts Festival was high energy and incorporated a diversity of student expression—lots of media represented.

What would we want to change?

*Figuring out ways students might have more ownership of their presentation

*Ensuring students do not have access to food, having the doors closed to keep traffic down

*Ensuring more parents participate (Winter Arts Festival invitations required parents to indicated their commitment to participate; the Book Exhibition came immediately after student/parent/teacher conferences when parents were handed an invitation at the conference) . . . figuring out other ways to communicate about the exhibition night.

*Ensuring that students’ presentations are not so similar to one another

Brainstorming for the Next Exhibition . . . 

All the teachers shared upcoming curriculum for this quarter:

Social Studies: Latin America, with an emphasis on Mexico (4 weeks); followed by China (4 weeks)

Language Arts: Students will be reading Fahrenheit 451 and grappling with a central question: “What Controls our Hearts and Minds?” Students will be learning how to write a literary essay (literary critique).

Science: Students are studying Ecology now, building closed systems before they move onto a Physics unit on waves and then will finish off the year with scientific and environmental issues in California (e.g. water, energy conservation)

Digital Media: Students will be producing something in digital video (e.g. Public Service Announcement (PSA), commercial, other). Students could study propaganda and advertising as they develop their own product.

Math: Students are working on standard deviation now (might fit into some survey work as part of a project) and understanding what is “rare” in the “Pit & the Pendulum”. Unit after that focused on trigonometry (SOH-CAH-TOA) where the central problem of unit is to find a formula relating shadow length to certain other variables.

Art: There are several classes that could tie into several themes: (mural class with Out of Sight & Latin America); (waves & artistic representations/prisms) . . . 

Several Ideas were generated:

*Exhibition focused on Language Arts theme and Digital Media, (propaganda and control); 

*Exhibition focused on Digital Media theme and Science work (CA environmental issues)—maybe math statistical analysis could also be used in survey work, analysis of scientific research

*Exhibition which builds on the Book Project idea of having students develop their own piece but present it in compilation according to similar theme.

*Having an Eagle Rock style Presentation of Learning for students (either this spring or next year as a rite of passage for 10th graders?) 

*Producing a film/presentation for incoming CAT 9th graders and/or incoming Metro students about what they can expect—this could draw on the Just Think footage which began in August/September but was abandoned. 

*Did I miss any?

Next Steps:

Think about and discuss possibilities next Thursday, April 14th during collaborative time.

